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he announced Monday that he will 
move to senior status starting next 
year. Judge Gerrard’s impressive ca-
reer has spanned more than four dec-
ades, and it is not over yet. After his 
successor is confirmed, he will remain 
on the bench with a reduced caseload. 

Judge Gerrard is a native Nebraskan. 
He grew up in Schuyler and attended 
Nebraska Wesleyan University in Lin-
coln. He left the good life, temporarily, 
to pursue an MPA at the University of 
Arizona and a JD at the University of 
the Pacific in California. 

I am grateful that he came home to 
Nebraska after law school. In 1981, 
Judge Gerrard began his career in pri-
vate practice in Norfolk. A year later, 
he also began serving as a part-time 
city attorney for the neighboring com-
munity of Battle Creek. That was the 
start of 40 years and counting of self-
less public service. 

In 1995, he was appointed to the Ne-
braska Supreme Court by then-Gov-
ernor Ben Nelson. He was just 41 years 
old at the time, making him the 
youngest-ever Nebraska Supreme 
Court Justice. 

After more than 15 years on our 
State’s highest court, he was nomi-
nated by President Obama to the Fed-
eral judgeship he holds now in 2011, 
serving as chief judge for 3 of those 
years. 

At every turn, Judge Gerrard has 
used his respect for the law to advance 
the greater good of Nebraskans and all 
Americans. During his time on the 
bench, I have appreciated hearing his 
views about many pressing judicial 
matters. His perspective as a sen-
tencing judge has also been crucial in 
helping me to unpack how proposed 
legislation in Congress would affect 
Federal judges. 

It has been an honor to know Judge 
Gerrard and to work with him for over 
a decade. He is an accomplished, 
skilled, and respected jurist, and I am 
glad that he has chosen to continue his 
service after moving to senior status. 

Everyone who knows Judge Gerrard 
can attest that his wisdom extends far 
beyond the law. He has never failed to 
impress me with his keen observations 
about life. He is a good man with a 
servant’s heart, and I am proud to call 
him a friend. 

On behalf of all Nebraskans, I would 
like to thank him for his four decades 
of dedicated public service. I look for-
ward to working with President Biden 
to confirm a district court judge who 
will live up to Judge Gerrard’s legacy 
of ruling fairly in accordance with the 
Constitution. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

RED CROSS NATIONAL BLOOD SUPPLY SHORTAGE 
Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, last 

month, the American Red Cross began 
sounding the alarm on a national blood 
crisis, the first they have ever de-
clared. COVID–19 has added extra vola-
tility to the blood supply, and this 
shortage strains hospitals and patient 
care throughout America. 

We continue to face that critical 
blood supply shortage today, with Kan-
sas’s blood supply standing at a 1- to 2- 
day inventory. 

I have heard from medical profes-
sionals—doctors, nurses, others in Kan-
sas about the tough decisions rural 
doctors and healthcare providers are 
having to make, including canceling 
surgeries, blood transfusions, and pos-
sibly not delivering babies because 
bleeding complications may require 
blood that these facilities just don’t 
have. 

My hometown of Plainville, KS, has a 
population of about 2,000. We are fortu-
nate to have a county hospital with 
dedicated healthcare professionals and 
physicians. One of my hometown physi-
cians, Dr. Sanchez, who I am told is not 
on Facebook very often but posted his 
plea—his plea for people to donate 
blood. 

Dr. Sanchez’s Facebook post says— 
this is his story: Today we had to tell 
a patient with heart disease that the 
blood transfusions that had prolonged 
his life with marked improvement in 
quality could no longer happen at 
Rooks County Health Center. My pa-
tient and his son were understandably 
upset. It just so happens that the same 
patient was told a few days previous 
that the melanoma cancer that he beat 
for 40 years back returned. And now no 
blood transfusion. 

The doctor said that the hospital is 
considering canceling surgeries, pos-
sibly even not delivering babies. Our 
stock of common blood type A-positive 
and donor O-positive blood units are 
down over 30 percent, from six units to 
four units. Universal donor O-negative 
blood has been in short supply for 
months and maybe for years. Blood 
supplies are usually replenished at the 
American Red Cross every 3 weeks, but 
we have had no new units given or re-
placed. 

That is one doctor, one hometown, 
one hospital—but it is people. It is peo-
ple in Kansas. It is people in this coun-
try whom we know and care for, people 
we love, people in our families, and 
people we don’t even know. 

The most vulnerable patients among 
us rely on blood donations for trans-
fusions to support essential treatments 
such as those of battling cancer or liv-
ing with chronic diseases. There is no 
substitute. There is no alternative. 

Our Nation can turn to the absence of 
blood donations. The only answer is for 
each of us stepping up to donate, help-
ing to end this crisis and contribute to 
saving lives of those in our commu-
nities. 

The shortage is severe, and it is af-
fecting Kansas health providers and 

their ability to care for their patients. 
It will cost us lives. 

Kansans pull together in times of 
need, and I encourage everyone in Kan-
sas and across the country to donate. 
In the United States, every 2 seconds 
someone needs blood or platelets, and 
donating blood is one of the most tan-
gible actions we can give to help save 
lives. 

Donation centers provide specific 
guidance on blood donation process and 
safety measures taken within their 
centers. You can find a location that is 
accepting blood donations near you, 
and you can visit the American Red 
Cross website. 

So this is a plea that we all consider 
donating blood to help save the lives of 
our friends, our neighbors, and our fel-
low Americans. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO). Without objection, it is so 
ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 
Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the Senate be 
in a period of morning business, with 
Senators permitted to speak therein 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. COR-
TEZ MASTO). Without objection, it is so 
ordered. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DON NEAGLE 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 

after more than six decades as a staple 
of Logan County radio, Don Neagle is 
retiring this year. As the host of the 
WRUS morning show and the ‘‘Feed-
back’’ program, Don brings high-qual-
ity news to his community, inter-
viewing everyone from politicians, to 
writers, to theologians. As one local 
leader put it so aptly, Don is Logan 
County’s ‘‘bulletin board,’’ relaying all 
of his community’s most important 
news in one place. Today, I ask my col-
leagues to join me in honoring Don in 
his retirement. 

For decades, Don arrived at his office 
every weekday at 4:15 am, preparing 
the day’s news while most listeners 
were still fast asleep. By the time 
Logan County residents were on their 
morning commute, he was already half-
way through his workday. Through his 
incredible work ethic and scrappy 
style, Don stayed ahead of breaking 
news and at the pinnacle of Kentucky 
journalism. 

Don is a legendary interviewer, and 
his ‘‘Feedback’’ show is the highlight 
of WRUS’s entire programming lineup. 
Any leader in Kentucky government, 
myself included, knows that it’s basi-
cally a requirement to be interviewed 
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